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SIR, 


HEN voyages, of whatever nature, whether for the 


of promoting uſeful and i important branches of commerce, are un- 
dertaken, and the reſult of them! 18 deemed of ſufficient importance 
to be publicly communicated to the world, we naturally expect to 
: meet both with entertainment and inſtruction. It has indeed 
been the cuſtom perhaps formerly, for travellers both by land and 
water, to indulge their ideas in deſcribing countries which perhaps 
never exiſted but in their own imagination, and this from a ſup- 
poſition that no one would be hardy enough to contradict them 
B wh by 


purpoſes of exploring countries hitherto unknown, or 


- ** a 7 * ö 
A —_—  ——————— ——_— _—— N 
* 
% K N 


6 | REMARKS O * 


by actual A and conſequently when mankind were | 


agreeably entertained, their end was anſwered. 


only agreeable entertainment, but information which may be de- 
pended on; and more eſpecially i in works where to diſcovery, is 


added the elucidation of a branch of commerce, which, though 


1789, from China to the North-weſt coaſt of America. To which 
are prefixed, An Introductory Narrative of a Voyage performed 
in 1786, from Bengal, in the Ship Nootka; Obſervations on the 
: probable Exiſtence of a North-weſt Paſſage ; and ſome Account of 
the Trade between the North-weſt coaſt of America and China, 


and the latter country and Great. Britain, to be, and accorcingly 8. 
8 peruſed 1 it with eagerneſs and attention ; and more eſpecially, ag. 
| having myſelf been engaged in the ſame employment, I natu- 
rally expected to find my knowledge of the geography of the 
North-weſt coaſt of America increaſed, and that your labours had - 


been properly devoted to encourage diſcovery, navigation, and | 


However, in this enlightened age, we naturally expect, not 


yet in its infancy, may hereafter be of the utmoſt importance to 


this country. Of this nature I conceived the work lately pub- : 


liſhed by you, entitled, Voyages made in the years 1788 and 


. 1 commerce. 
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commerce. | Gueſs, then, Sir, my ſurprize, when I found your 


pompous publication ſcarcely any thing more than a confuſed 


| heap of contradictions and miſrepreſentations. 


To point out half your abſurdities, would fill a volume large as 


your own, and require much x more time than 1 at preſent can 


ſpare; however, the duty 1 owe the public and myſelf, obliges 


me not to paſs them over in filence: I ſhall, therefore, without 


| further preface, point out ſome of your numerous errors, as they 


| occurred to me on peruſing them. 


1 page 38 of your Tatroduftery Voyage, you lay, " Before f 


conclude this note, I ſhall remark on the declaration of Captain 


Dixon, in the account of his voyage, that the diſorder which ſo 


ſeverely afflicted my crew, aroſe from their uncontrouled applica- 


tion to en liquors. 


« In the firſt, place, the aſſertion is not founded | in fact; and 
ts. Captain Dixon” S Crew and himſelf being viſited by a 


ſimilar afliction, I have an x equal right to retaliate the ſame accu 


ſation upon Nin. : 


As 
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As I am not the author of the above declaration, whether true 
or falſe, I have nothing to do with . I remember, on reading 5 


that part in the book alluded to, that I enquired of Mr. Beresford, „ 


on what authority che paſſage was inſerted; his anſwer was, From 


Captain Meares's own people. Mr. Beresford is at preſent in 


London, and can, I doubt not, give a fatisfaQtory anſwer to any 


queſtion that may be aſked him on this head. 5 


In page 201, Voyages to the Norch-weſt coaſt of America, you 


| have the following note: On enquiring of Captain Duncan, con- 


cerning his diſtreſſed condition, he told me chat he had met Cap- 


tain Dixon, 3 in the Queen Charlotte ; and, though that ſhip was on 


her return to China, and abundantly ſtocked with every thing 3 


and though ſhe belonged to the ſame owners with the Princeſs 
Royal, the provident commander thought it much better to carry 


all his ttores back to China, than to ſpare any of them to the latter 


; veſſel, though they would have been ſo great an alleviation to the 
: the Oey of her rere | 


Any perſon, on renin the above note, would naturally con- 


clude, that, at the time I met with Captain Duncan, 1 had lately 


come, 
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| eome from China with plenty of ſtores of every kind on board, , 
and yet ſo inhumane as to refuſe any of them to a ſellow-creature 
and countryman in diſtreſs; eſpecially as you ſay in the note, 


carry them back to China.“ 


The fact, however, was directly to the contrary. 1 fell in 
with Captains Duncan and Colnett near the place where you met 
7 them, after having been from England twenty-three months, and 
never near China during that period. They had been from 
| England only eleven months. I ſupplied them with a puncheon 
of molaſſes, a hogſhead and a harneſs-caſk of Sandwich Iſland 
: pork, what trade they wanted, and a copy: of my charts. 


Captain Duncan had alſo a copy of whatever part of my log- 
book he choſe; for which purpoſe, he was on board the Queen 
Charlotte, together with Mr. John Etches, all one night, 


Wine, tobacco, and portable ſoup, they had procured from . 
Captain Barclay, when in King George 8 Sound (which place 
they had left only two or three days), and for which I afterwards 


paid him near 400 Spaniſh dollars i in China, agreeable to the re- 


1 5 queſt 


SES 


10 REMARKS o 


queſt of Mr. John Etches. My four krout was all expended, 


and I had neither porter nor cheeſe ; Indeed I never had much 


of either ; the greateſt part of that I had on leaving England, was 


ſent me as a preſent by my late worthy commander, John 


Gore, Eſq. of Greenwich : Hoſpital, and ana Stephenſon of 


Wapping. 


10 page 54 of your Obſervations of the prob: ble exiſtence 
of a North-weſt paſſage, Ke. ſpeaking of the King George and 
Queen Charlotte, after giving a Pompous account of their outfits, 
&c. you obſerve, that“ cheir voyage was tedious and dilatory ; 


and their ſucceſs, both with reſpect to commerce or diſcovery, 


by no means adequate to their ſuperior equipment.” | 


| In order to aſcertain what additions I made to the geography 
of the North-weſt coaſt, be ſo kind, Sir, as take the trouble of 
comparing my chart with any former one; a copy of which, ex- 


tending from lat. 38 N. to $52 10 was given to you I believe 
by John Henry Cox, Eſq. of Canton, ſome time before you failed 


for the coaſt of America ; at the ſame time, he gave you a copy 


: .of Captain Barclay $ chart from Nootka Sound to the Southward, 


4 __ 5 3 along 


MEARES's VOYAGES 417 


| along the coaſt as far, or nearly th as you went; together with a 
chart of the coaſt, or at leaſt chat part of it, which Don Franciſco 5 
Maurelle had touched at, and all the information that could ke. 


obtained from Captains Hannah, Lowrie, and Guiſe, —A ſhort 


| ſtatement of what [ did reſpeQng commerce, will eaſily ſettle that 
Point. 


1 collected on the North-weſt coaſt, 2000 ſea- otter ſkins, 100 


fur-ſeal, ſeveral land-beaver, land otter, martin, fox, bear, marmott, 
and other ſkins ; beſides a large quantity of inferior pieces of ſea- 
otter ſkins; | Now, Str, theſe, according to your probable arith- 
melic, ſhould have beer fold! in China for conſiderably more than 
200,000 Spaniſh dollars ; but, ſtrange to tell, even with the addi- 


tion of Captain Portlock's, which made the number of ſea-otter 


: ſkins 2552, and conſiderably added to the number of other ſorts 

1 inferior value, they only fetched 9458 37 Spaniſh dollars at the 
Chineſe market; yet believe me, Sir, I neither divided any of them 
among. my people, nor ſold any on my on account. If you would with 5 
to be informed why they fold for fo {mall a ſum, pleaſe to enquire 

of Mr. Richard Cadman Etches, as you ſeem to be well acquainted 


with him ; be, I doubt not, can give you every latisfaction on 


4 | 3 
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—_  -- N that ſubject. —As a further proof of our m © ſucceſs in commerce, 


[i * . I ſhall here preſent you with a comparative ſtatement of the quan- 


I g tity of ſea-otter {ſkins brought to China by different ſhips, which 
= . ” Mr. Cox very obligingly favoured me with, 


„ „ . Sea-otter ſkins. 
= „ Captain Hanna, firſt voyage „ 560 


EO: FL =." ſecond ditto . 100 


5 . 5 5 5 And of ſlips and pieces 300 ſold as 60 ſkins 
\ x 7 Captains Lowrie and Guiſe 55 - | 604 . 


1 „„ Captain Meares, firſt voyage 8 „ 357 
Captain Barclay „ 5 800 


=_ 25 Captains Portlock and Dixon — 2552 
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Total number of e Kins 50 3 3; 5 all which, including 
434 cub, and 34 fox (belonging to the King George and Queen . 
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Charlotte) ſold for 146, $42 Spaniſh dollars in China; and, taken 


at a mean, makes nearly 29 3 dollars per kin. 


I ſhould have been happy to have included in the above ſtate- 
ment, the furs brought to the Chineſe market by yourſelf your 
| ſecond voyage, and alſo thoſe belonging to the Prince of Wales 
and Princeſs Royal. | Theſe accounts you had it in your power to 
have laid before the public; but, for reaſons beſt known to your- 
ſelf, you have thought proper to keep them ſecret. | However, 
3 from what I have already done, the world will be able to judge 

whether your ſtatement of real and probable e is accurate, or 


fallacious. 


In the paragraph juſt quated, you ſay, 2 They Wa King 
George and Queen Charlotte) were authoriſed to make ſettle- 
ments, and form factories. I ſhould be glad to be informed by 
you, Sir, how i it was poſſible for this to be done, when all my 


| people, to a man, had figned articles to return with the ſhip ? 


"Sow: . in che 7 page, cc After theſe ſhips had ſepa- 


rated, the Queen Charlotte proceeded to the ſouthward of Prince 
98 755 8 William's 
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William” 8 Sound; ; and continuing her courſe to that part of the 
coaſt. named by Captain Cook, Behring 8 Bay, ſhe entered a 
port which then received the name of Port Muſgrave. Captain 
Dixon then proceeds to the Cape Edgeumbe of Cook, and from 
| thence traces the coaſt- till he arrived in a Port which RG 


Honoured with the appellation of Port Banks ; : and finally diſco- 
vered the northern part of thoſe iſlands, whoſe ſouthern extremity 
was firſt diſcovered, as has been already mentioned, by Captains 
| Lowrie and Guiſe. The ſhip then takes her courſe down the 
weſtern fide ek theſe iſlands, and, rounding the ſouthern extremity 
of them, proceeds partly between them, and what was at that 
time ſuppoſed to be the Continent of America ; but, apprehenſive 
5 of being entangled among theſe iſlands, ſhe quitted them at once, 
and proceeded on her voyage to China,” 


e what I did, after parting company with Captain Portlock, 
I refer to the Account of my Voyage; and ſhall only remark, 
that, after being on the coaſts of Queen Charlotte s Iſlands for a - 
| month, the time drew near (Aug, 15, 1787) when [ was, by my : 
inſtructions, to expect Captain Portlock in King George 8 Sound. 


This circumſtance, and not the * apprehenſion of being en- 
== tangled 
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tangled among thoſe iſlands,” induced me to leave them, and 
ſteer for that place; off which I fell! in with Captains Colnet and 
Duncan, as has already been related. They informed me, that 
Captain Portlock was not in the Sound, neither were chere any 
furs to be procured; as a Captain Barclay had lately left it, and 

Called to the tear ; J in conſequence of which, 1 determined | 


to ſteer for Sandwich Idands. 


That Captains Lowe and Guiſe ſaw the Southern parts of 
Queen Charlotte's Iflands i in 1786 I do not diſpute ; and I hope 
you will admit, that both Captain Portlock and myſelf fell in with 

_ theſe iſlands in company the ſame year, near Hippah Iſland; 
but if this is to be called a diſcovery, I am inclined to think the 

Spaniards may claim a right to it ; for it appears by the zeneral 
chart to Captain Cook's laſt voyage, that they muſt have ſeen 

this land in the year 177 5, and I dare venture to ſay knew as 

much of it then as either Captains Lowrie, Guile, Portlock, or . 

myſelf did! in 1786. What I obſerved of them the enſuing year 

” is fairly tated, both on my chart, and in the voyage t to which It 


is annexed, 


In 
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In the voyages to the North welt coaſt of America, ſpeaking of 


Owhyhee, p- 343, you obſerve, chat 4s Though ſeveral European 


veſſels have been off the iſland, yet the Iphigenia alone had 3 
anchored i in | Karakakooa Bay, &.” 


As it appears by a note in p- 38 of your [ntroduory Voyage, f 
that you have read the voyage performed i in the Queen Charlotte, 
and conſequently an account of her tran ſactions at Owhyhee, it 

5 appears ſtrange that you ſhould ſo roundly aſſert, that no veſſel, 
the Iphigenia excepted, had anchored there ſince the death of 


Captain Cook. This, however, is but of a piece with the reſt 
of your miſrepreſentations ; ; and to refute i it, 1 ſhall only refer to 


the account of my voyage, page 50, &c. 


A little further (page 354) you tell us of Captain Douglas be- 
ing informed by a chief at Owhyhee, © That Taheo had been 
furniſhed by the Captains Portlock, Dixon, &c. with a quantity 
of arms and ammunition, on the expreſs condition that he would 


not afford any ſupplies whatever to Captain Meares or his aſſo- 


clates.” — ; 
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Pray what could induce you to inſert ſo pretty a ſtory ? It 
certainly muſt be from a firm belief of its being a fact; but you 
ought firſt to have conſidered the corroborating circumſtances ; : 7 
which as you ſeem not to have done, I will endeavour | to do 


for you. 


When L was laſt at the Sandwich INands, you muſt Lins been 
at, or near China, and; as I thought, had taken leave of them for 
ever; neither at that time had 1 the moſt diſtant idea of ſeeing 


them again. 


Admitting mis to be the lh 18 it probable that I ſhould give 
arms and ammunition to Indians, 0 on the * expreſs conditions” of 
not affording ſupport to a perſon whom I had every reaſon to 
1 think wo Id never come near the place? The ſuppolition 1 is ri- 
diculous, ad ſcarcely deſerves a ſerious refutation : But I declare, 
that I never gave or traded away at the Sandwich Illands, or any 
other place, to an Indian, either muſquet, piſtol, or a grain of 
f powder; z and 1 defy you to prove the contrary. Yourſelf and 


5 your aſſociates, however, ſeem not to have been very delicate in 


this reſpect; for it appears by your own account“, that you | 


* Voyages to PP North-weſt Coolt of 1 page 196, 5 
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have furniſhed the Indians with dangerous and deſtructive wea- 
pons, and the conſequence was &* a moſt ſhocking ſcene of blood 
and maſſacre.” Pray how do you reconcile actions like this with 


that “ milk of human kindneſs” which you endeavour to make 


: the public believe you are : poſſeſſed of! 15 


In your 8 Obſervations on the probable Exiſtence of a North- 


Weſt Paſſage,” ſpeaking of Captain Barclay, you obſerve, that 


c he performed the whole of the voyage in twelve months, which | 


employed the King George and Queen Charlotte upwards of two 


years,” - 


Have you forgot, Sir, that Captain Barclay went no farther to 
the Northward than King George s Sound, and was only three 8 


months on the coaſt, and that the King George and Queen Char- 
lotte were there two ſeaſons? Pray, good Sir, recollect your- 


ſelf, and I truſt I ſhall hear no more of ſuch invidious compari- 


ſons. 


— 


Your miſrepreſentations a are not, however, confined to me alone. 


Captain Duncan next comes in for his ſhare. You obſerve, that 


* He occupies almoſt a whole ſummer in this Ration, (Queen 


: . Charlotte's | 
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Charlotte 8 Illes), and yet, ſtrange as it may appear, quits the 


coaſt of America without knowing that Captain Douglas had 


already en the kine- courſe, ide Obſervations on the pro- 


bable — &c. Page 54. 


oY acknowledge myſelf entirely at a 16 to know what you 


9 by 1 this aſſertion ; for, if you wiſh it to be underſtood that 


Captain Douglas was gone to China, that certainly was not the N 


caſe; and if you mean to inſinuate that he was in the Archipe: 


lago before Captain Duncan, chere again you muſt be wrong; for 
at the time you ſaw Captain Duncan off King George 8 Sound, 5 


in his way to China, we find Captain Douglas at Croſs Cape by 


8 Four © own account „ 


In your Introdudtory Voyage, Page 10, ſpeaking of ia 


canoes, are theſe words: 0 The canoes of this make, extend from 


| the ſtraits of the two continents along the coaſt. as far as Cape 


oo” 


Here you ought to have added, © « for any thing you knew to 


; the contrary ; 5 ” for I aſſert i it as a poſitive fac, that the wood cance 


Voyages to the North-weſt Coaſt, page 353. 


2 | Toa «oe. [ brought 
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brought to Englund by me, and which 1 preſented to Sir Joſeph 
Banks, came from Port Mulgrave, which is fituated in 59? 37 
North latitude, and 140* Weſt longitude ; and that es the 


whole of my ſtay _ I never ſaw one e ſlin-canoe, 


But your knowledge is certainly unbounded, and lich as 1 
believe no mortal before yourſelf ever poſſeſſed; for I find in your 
Introductory Voyage, page 4, the following remarkable paſſage : 
It had, indeed, been one continued fog ever ſince we croſſed 

the latitude 35% and from that time we had not been able to 

make more than two obſervations. We very fortunately Had a 
time-piece on board, which proved of the greateſt utility,” 2h « 
_ would be of the utmoſt ſervice to the world, and more particu- 
larly thoſe who are any way intereſted i in navigation, if you would 
inform them what became of your invaluable time-piece. Pray, 
what were her principles, and who was the maker ? for ſhe cer- 
tainly muſt have been wonderfully conſtructed. I had a Pocket | 
time-piece, made by Mr. John Arnold of London, who I have 
hitherto thought to be one of the firſt makers in that line i in this | 
kingdom, if not in the world : but I now find myſelf miſtaken; 
for I am free to confeſs, that mine was not of the leaſt utility to 


85 me at ſea, unleſs [ could ſee both the ſun and the horizon, 


In 
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In your Introductory Voyage, page 38, you TE notice of a 


very extraordinary race of People, and add, « They had never 


been before ſeen by any navigator; and had not a favourable 
wind ſprung up in the night, we intended to have paſſed a few 5 


days among them. The latitude of this part of the coaſt ; is in 


. . . 9 : 
= L — * 
— . B : —— — 8 — 
— „ — = AT 3 — 
. : . - oe 54 — — - _— xy 8 2 
n — 8 n oo » - — 


56? 38 North, and the longitude 22 3” o 2 4 ' Eaſt of Green- 


wich.” 


According to the latitude Jun quoted, this ſhould be near the 
North {ide of the entrance into Port Banks; ; but the land, as laid 
down both ! in your chart, and mine, muſt err 1 30' in longitude, 5 
as we differ chat diſtance from your own obſervation, which I. 
make no doubt muſt be very accurate, as you have ſet it down 70 
the greateſt minutiæ, VIZ. ſeconds : But * to your being the firſt na- 
vigator that ever ſaw theſe extraordinary people, is to me by no 
means equally clear ; for 1 had been for ſome time at anchor i in 
Norfolk Sound, trading with the natives chere; had left that place, 
and even Port Banks, by the 26th of June, and you did not ar- 
rive there before the Iſt or 2d of July. Lalſo ſaw the ſame kind 
a of people at Port Mulgrave i in May * : beſides all nie, the e Spa- 


aiards muſt certainly have ſeen them ſo early as 1775. 


Vide Dixon's Voyage page 172. 3 
1 I We- 
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22 

We are told i in | page 56 of the « Obſervations on the probable 
Exiſtence, &cc. that © The Waſhington entered the ſtraits of John 
de Fuca, the knowledge of which ſhe had received from us. 
You alſo obſerve, that © The track of this veſſel is of great 
moment.“ Be ſo good, Mr. Meares, as to inform the public 


from what authority you introduce this track i in your chart ? ? 


* have read your amuſing and inflruttive book again and again, 
and cannot find any account of it; 1 therefore ftrongly ſuſpect 
it never was taken from any actual ſurvey, but bas been intro- 
duced into your chart merely as a pretty variety to fill up a 
blank; and I cannot think of any thing it reſembles ſo much 
as the mould of a good old houſewife $ butter pat. | 


* 


1 your Account of the Trade between North-weſt America 
and China, (page 68), you obſerve; that Two, of the ſmall 
number of ſhips which have failed hither, have been wrecked, : 
and others have proved unfortunate, either from the bad manage- 


: ment or ignorance of their conduQtors,” 


I beſeech 


» 
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[ beſcech you, in the next edition of your valuable book, to 


n this paſſage ; for, as it ſtands at preſent, Lam afraid it is 


5 rather too o pointed at your 0207 z conduct. 


| The reception you met with at the Sandwich Iflands, on your 


return from the Weſtern coaſt of America to China, was very 


ſlattering; your account of it“ ſays, © We remained here a 


month, during which time the iſlanders appeared to have no . 


other pleaſure, but what aroſe from ſhewing kindneſs, and exer- 


ciſing hoſpitality to us.” And what return, I would wiſh to aſk, 
did you make for all this kindneſs and hoſpitality ? If your 


anſwer is not at hand, I can furniſh you with a true one; you 


: fired four-pound ſhot amongſt them on ſhore. Should you wiſh 


to know from what authority [ make this aſſertion, [ anſwer, 


from Mr. Roſs your chief mate, — The laſt time 1 was at 
Onehow, the natives gave me to underſtand ſomething about the 


matter, though I could not rightly comprehend what ſhip had 


done it; but on my mentioning the cireumſtance to Mr. Roſs, 


he frankly owned it was Captain Meares 8, and chat it was in 


conſequence of | a quarrel which originated on ſome of the 


* e eee 1 5 


Indians 


4 
14 
; \4 
9 
14 
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Indians ſtealing either the cat-block or fiſh-hook, I do not at 
preſent recollect which: Mr. Roſs added, that he and ſeveral of 
your people were on ſhore the day after this affray happened, 
when the inhabitants produced ſome of the ſhot you had ordered 
to be fired amongſt them, and wanted much to know for what 
reaſon you had done it; at the ſame time they uſed him and the 
people with him excecdingly well. I ſhould have imagined that 
a perſon of Mr, Meares's feeling and Bumanity, might have ſettled 
a buſineſs of this kind amicably, or at leaſt without adopting 
ſuch rigorous meaſures: your conduct, however, on this occaſion, 


clearly points out the reaſon for their cool behaviour to you 


the laſt time you viſited them, and which has already been 


noticed. 


In your « Obſervations on the Probability of a North-welt af 
ſage, &c. ſpeaking of Captain Cook, you ſay, © The weather in 
this important part of the voyage was ſo unfavourable, that the 
ſhips were prevented from approaching the coaſt ; for, though the 
Felice and Iphigenia | did explore theſe latitudes, 56* to 
47 North) yet there is every reaſon to lament that Captain Cook 


5 Was himſelf prevented from ſuch an examination as would have 
proceeded from him,” 


Give 
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you ſay that the Felice and Iphigenia « did explore” the lati- 


he tudes juſt mentioned; ; yet, in the ſame breath, you lament that 


i Captain Cook was Prevented from doing 1 It, — No notice how- 


ever is taken by you of what either Captains Duncan or Barclay 


: have done towards ſurveying this part of the coalt ; this country 
1s indebted only to the Commanders of the Felice and Iphigenia 
/ for you tell us, (page 17), has Thus has been unveiled the whole 
of che American coaſt, particularly thoſe parts between the lati- 
tude 50 and 5 5 North, and 47* and 487 North; and ſurely this 


| ſurvey gives room for ſomething more than conjecture on the 


ſubject. 5 


1 find in the fame Obſervations (page 50), qpeaking of the 


Straits of John de Fuca, the following paſſage : If it ſhould 
be aſked why theſe Straits were not penetrated, or at leaſt ſome 
attempt made to penetrate them ? the anſwer | is at hand ; — the 


1 deſtruction of our commercial enterprize by the ſhips of his 
8 Catholic Majeſty.” 


What a pity! the Dons hould be made to pay well for this; for 
long before this time, you would probably have been in England 


23 


Give me e ive here, Sir, to conpliinent you on your modeſty ; 3 


by 


> * — 
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by way of the North-weſt paſſage; for diſcovering which, there 
is a reward of £ 20,000: 1 hope and truſt you will not forget to 


include this, either in the ac or probable loſles FM have ſuſ- 
tained. 


Having i in your ct ' Obſervations, &c. © on the probable exiſtence 

of a North-weſt Paſſage,” page 48, favoured us with an attempt to 

5 prove the probability of a communication between Cook's River 
and the Southernmoſt part of Baflin's Bay, or the Northernmoſi 

” part of Hudſon” 8 Bay, into the Atlantie Ocean, you proceed, 

| bo 1 For it ſhould be remembered, that in the higheſt known latitude 
b 5 rn of Cook's River, no impediment Was obſerved to the further pro- 

= greſs of ſhips, either from rocks, ſhoals, or a want of a due depth 
!1 | VV | f of water; the channel, on the contrary, appearing capacious and 
extenſive, . abounding with whales.” I ſhould be glad to 
know on whoſe authority you make the above aſſertion ? for 1 
cannot find, after peruſing your account of Captain Douglaſs 8 

voyage, and your own alſo, that either of you were ſo high up this 
river, or higher than 60" 30' North latitude ; or that you had boats 
higher than the Narrows ; and Captain Cook, in his chart of that 
river, (vide Cook s laſt voyage), evidently ſhews the contrary ; for 


he 
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he has laid down a large ſhoal above the narrows, on which the 


| ſhip groundetl ; and the depth of the water, as put down on that 


chart, (an authority which I preſume you are not t diſpoſed to con- 


trovert) decreaſes. 


Neither do 1 find in his book the leaſt notice taken of their . 


ſceing any whales. However, ſhould any future navigator, on the 


credit of your aſſertion, (which, begging your pardon, t ſcarcely 
—__ they will), go up there to catch whales, and be diſappointed, 


for their encouragement, I can venture to affirm, they may obtain 


15 plenty of freſh ſalmon. 


Again, at page 57, after producing a variety of what you call 
E corroborating proofs” of former writers, are theſe words : © If 
theſe particulars can be ſuppoſed to have any weight, how much 


will it be encreaſed when it is known that ſhips have reached 


between 61 and 02 degrees of latitude in Cook 8 River, where a 


navigable trait of conſiderable extent appeared to their view, free 8 
from ice, or impediments of any kind, and where the riſe and 5 


fall of the tide was ſo great that there muſt be other extenſive 


BR 


chants for the reception of the waters which can only be Eaſt ?” | 


« 
1 
[ 


* 
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Had Captain Cook been living, what anſwer would he have made 
to this bold aſſertion ? or what reaſon could he have aligned, 


** when there was no impediment of any kind in his way,” why 


he did not puſh boldly on, and at once make the paſſage ſo long 
| looked for | in vain? But though that illuſtrious navigator is no 


more, reſpectable 2 5 may eaſily be found to controvert any 


aſſertions of this kind, 


| Captains Hurkey and Bligh, of the navy, were e both of them 
with Captain Cook when he diſcovered the river juſt mentioned, 
Captain Bligh, at that time maſter of the Reſolution, ſurveyed i it, 

Jaid down the ſhoal and the various ſoundings which I have 

5 already noticed; and, I doubt not, is fully competent to deter- 
mine, whether in the higheſt « known latitude” of Cook's River 


there are any impediments in the way of navigation, 


For the purpoſe of combating vulgar prejudices, and unpopular | 
5 doQrines, vou « beg leave to introduce the voyage of the 
Iphigenia®.” Why produce that voyage, when you have i a in your 


Power io produce a much better? Ir mean Captain Duncan * 


2 ne on the Probable Exiſtence of a North-weſt Paſſage, page 45 


FI 5 * 
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As you confeſs to have Mr. Arrowſmith's chart, on which 
Captain Duncan's track is laid down, in your poſſeſſion, it 18 but 
too plain that you have been furniſhed from it with the greateſt 
part of the materials to conſtruct your own; yet, in no part of 
your work do you acknowledge the obligation, except one; and, 
ſtrange to tell! in that very place you differ from Mr. Arrow- 


ſmith! 8 chart no leſs than 197 45' to the weſtward, 


The part Where you exerciſe your talents 3 in ſo wonderful "Þ 
7 manner, is the ſea ſeen by Mr. Hearne. Go on, Sir; ; make one 


remove more, and you will open a North-weſt paſſage. 


. full of the Iphigenia, you obſerve, * This ſhip en- 

ters ſo far to the Eaſt, that ſhe paſles, by three degrees, the weſt- 
ern boundary of Mr. Hearne's ſea in 725, (but placed by Mr. 
Arrowſmith, in his chart lately publiſhed from Mr. Turner's 
charts and journals, in the latitude of 68* 15 North, and longi- 
tude of 2280 Eaſt of Greenwich) When a clear and extenſive 


1 re 18 ſeen without impediments,” 


Well might the ſhip be to the Eaftward of that Place; for, as 1 
obſerved before, (when ſpeaking of your own chart), that part | 
1 placed | 
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i : beet placed by Mr. Arrowſmith i in longitude 2475 45 Eaſt, you have 
removed to 228* Eaſt, which ! is only 19 45 to the weſtward of 


him; but, not contented with that, you have laid down the 


land 1e 30 to the eaſtward at Princeſs Royal Iſland, Nepean's 
Sound, Banks's Iſland, and in general, all that fide of the chan- 


On what authority you kive deviated in your chart from Cap- 


tain Duncan (as laid down by Mr. Arrowſmith) I know not, 


there being no reaſon whatever aſſigned for it in your publication; 


neither can 1 by any means learn why we are favoured with 


Capes Acndowino and Mendocino, in your very corred delineation | 


of the American coalt ; a8 the moſt correct chart extant, ſo far as 


relates to that part of the coaſt, has only one Cape Mendocino . 
the other is called Cape Blanco, which cape you have been pleaſed 


to remove 10 39 to the Northward of its real ſituation.— By the 
ſame happy method (diſcovered I believe only by you) of re- 
7 moving land at pleaſure, you have placed Port Sir Francis Drake 


in latitude 49* North, but which I preſume « can only be found 


in 47 3⁰ nearly. 


In your instructions to Captain. Douglas, 3 No. 5.) 


are theſe words: 1 recommend you to make the coaſt to the 
4 eee. 8 South- 
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8 Southward: and as you have the credit of diſcovering the great 


ifſland, the North-weſt ſide of which, comprehending near four 


degrees of latitude, is entirely undiſcovered; I therefore recom= 


mend your making Cape Saint James, the Southern extremity of 5 


the great iſland, as the firſt point on the Continent of America, 
As you ſteer along the North-weſt ſide of the great iſland, you 
will explore it minutely, to the height of 545 North; where re- 
ſides a chief, whoſe diſtrict i is large, and where Captain Dixon | 
| procured in a few hours, two hundred cloaks, or fix hundred 


mins.“ 


In the paſſage now quoted, and other parts of the ſame inftrue- 
tions to Captain Douglas, concerning this great 7 iſland, as you are 
| pleaſed to call it, and to whom you give the honour of the diſ- 

covery, you frequently make uſe of the name Cape Saint ; 
Janes. Pray how did the Cape obtain that name ? And how 
came you to be informed that 1 had viſited this great iſland at 
or near the latitude 54* North, and where I purchaſed ſuch a 

number of ſkins? Why not fay at once to your aſſociate, — 1 8 
Was favoured by Mr. Cox with an account of this place, together 
with a copy of a chart which Captain Dixon gave him 1 in China?” x 


This 
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| his would have been telling the plain truth at once: but this T 
preſume did not ſuit your purpoſe ; palpable falſhoods, or ſtudied 
miſrepreſentations, ſeem to be the moſt ſtriking traits of your 
very extraordinary performance, 
A little further on in the ſame inftrudtions vou ſay, 6 Let 
your orders to Mr. Funter be clear and explicit. When you ſe- 
f parate at Cape Saint James, he will proceed into the great chan- 
nel, and ſteer up the North-eaſt ſide of the great iſland, as high 
as 54* 30' North, and be employed alternately between the iſland 
and the main land of America; a plan of which 18 now in your 
| poſſeſſion, as well as information of the various chiefs, and their 


places of reſidence: —the Paper of intelligence reſpecting this : 


which I fortunately procured, denen theſe inftruQions.” 


You will pleaſe to recollect, Sir, that you have told us, in the 
| inſtructions juſt quoted, that you received ſome information from 
' the Princeſs Royal; and, in another place you mention Port 
Royal: Bo that it is no difficult matter to unveil your ſecret, and 


learn from whence you obtained your plan and information re- 


ſpecting the North-weſt fide of the wow! land, and the oppoſite 


ſide of the channel, TOR 
| 4 "IN 
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1 have already mentioned Captain Barclay 8 chart, and ſhall 


now give the poſition of different places on the North-weſt coaſt, 


as I have taken them from the Memoire of a Map publiſhed by 


Me Dalrymple i in 1789 z Captain Barclay s chart, given me by 


John Henry Cox, * not being at this time in my poſſeſſion. 


The poſitions from Captain Barclay's chart juſt mentioned 


ate: 


Lat. Noth Long. Welt of Greenwich. 
5 47 9 125 23 Point Fear 
47 43 8 Deſtruction River 
1147 125 14 Pinnacle 
8 125 1 - Cape Flattery 
48 24 125 47 Center of Tallock Iſland 
i, 44 South point of De Fear' 8 entrance. 
s 33 125 48 North point ditto 
48 50 — 1328 00 South point Barclay's Sound 
49 5 126 17 Weſt Point ditto | 
129. © Welt point Nootka 


Ht Whether 
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Whether or not this chart has been of ſervice to you, the moſt 
ſuperficial reader of your voyage will be able to diſcover : : but 
your gratitude ſeems to keep pace with your other intelleQtual 
endowments, as I do not find i in the whole courſe of your work, | 


2 the ſmalleſt acknowledgement made for the many advantages 


you derived from it. f 


The Lirke may be ſaid reſpecting the uſe you have made of 
| Captain Duncan' 8 chart, different poſitions from which I would. 


have given, but : at preſent i it is not in my poſſeſſion. 


iT now come to take ſome notice of the agreement of your own 
charts one with another, and here I confeſs myſelf entirely at a 
loſs in regard to the interior part of America; for they differ 
from each other ſo very materially i in this particular, that I can- 
not find any other method of reconciling them, than by ſuppoſing 
that parts of them are taken from different authorities, and the 
remainder probably laid down. from your own ſurvey when on 
the lakes of Canada; as, from the following paſſage in your 
: Voyages to the North-weſt coaſt of America, page 222, 1 find 


you were ſtationed there i in the early part of your life: © And 


here, 1 truſt, it will not be conſidered ; as an impertinent digreſſion, 
1 
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5 perſeverance, which i in my early years were ſet before me, on the | 


| oppoſite fide of this continent; ; where ability and courage alleviated, 


in ſome meaſure, the chagrin of unſucceſsful war. The cam- 
paigns in Canada owe their only honour to the naval warfare on 
the lakes of that country; j and it was my good fortune when a 
youth, to be inured in ſuch a ſchool to the hardſhips and 


difficulties of naval life, and to learn there, that temper and per- ; 


ſeverance muſt be added to profeſſional knowledge, i in order to 


ſurmount them. I am ready to acknowledge, that for che little {kill 


I may poſſeſs as a profeſſional man, as well as the patience [ have 


4 


exerciſed, and the perſeverance I have exerted in this or any 


other voyage, I am indebted to the rigid diſcipline which neceſ- 
ſarily aroſe from the continual action, hazard, and confli&t of the 


ſervice f in which I was firſt engaged. 8 


If you mean to ſhew the world the charts now in \ queſtion Sor | 


% examples of your {kill as a profeſſional man, they, I am afraid, 


will give the nautical part of it, but an indifferent opinion of 


” your abilities in that line of life which you were brought up in, 


never 


Is 
if 1 expreſs my gratitude to that example of profeſſional rigor and 


and which you now profels ; however, be all this as it may, it 
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: never was my intention to Gen fault with, or cavil at you on 


that account Few men arrive at perfection i in any line of life, and 


the greater part of mankind ſeldom advance beyond mediocrity.; ; 
yet, though we frequently lind real merit and unaffected modeſty 
joined together, we much oftener meet with two very Oppolite 


qualifications (if the old proverb is to 6 believed) 99 joined 
hand in hand.“ 


Whatever may be your abilities, it was ſurely in your power, 


5 (wherever you have found your own inexperience aided by the 
- information of others, to acknowledge from what ſource you de- 
rived your. information z-or, if they fortunately ſucceeded in 
making any intereſting diſcoveries, or throwing new lights on the 
branch of commerce in which you were engaged, you ſurely 
might have let them enjoyed their hard earned portion of merit 
in quiet, and not have endeavoured, by detraQting from others, to 
add to your own. But, no, this you could not poſſibly do; and 


| therefore a ſpirit of envious detraQtion, and faſtidious miſrepreſen- 


tation, is met with almoſt i in every page of your Work. : - could 


not therefore ſuffer it to be uſhered i into the world unnoticed. 


I am 


MEARES's VOYAGES. 37 
J am aware that 'my obſervations on the different paſſages in 
5 your book do not proceed in a regular line; but I made them as 


they occurred to me, or rather, I have ſelected as many of them 


as I have had leiſure to do, for all your inconſiſtences would 


(as I have already obſerved) fill a quarto volume, 


3 
_ * 


Yours, &c. Ke. 1 


1 ames Street, Covent Garden ; | : | 


December 1, 1790. 
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